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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12-4-01,3-19-02, 10-30-02,3-31-03 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2bM This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E3 Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 2 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) KI Claim(s) 1 is/are allowed. 

6) E] Claim(s) 3^19 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) E3 Claimfs) 1-19 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) rEI The drawing(s) filed on 04 December 2001 is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 
U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1, 3-19, drawn to a process making a continuous 
fibrous monolith, classified in class 264, subclass 112. 

II. Claim 2, drawn to an apparatus, classified in class 425, 
subclass 131.1. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the 
following reasons: 

2. Inventions I and II are related as process and apparatus for its 
practice. The inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) 
the process as claimed can be practiced by another materially 
different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be 
used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case the process as claimed could be made by a 
materially different apparatus such as an apparatus that that extrudes 
the inner filament first and then an outer hollow filament and 
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thereafter has means to insert the inner filament into the outer hollow 

filament. 

3. 

4. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as 
indicated is proper. 

5. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given 
above and the search required for Group I is not required for Group II, 
restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

6. During a telephone conversation with Ms. Rokos on February 9, 
2004 a provisional election was made with traverse to prosecute the 
invention of Group I, claims 1 and 3-19. Affirmation of this election 
must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. Claim 2 is 
withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 

CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

7. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a 
non-elected invention, the inventorship must be amended in 
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compliance with 37 CFR 1.48(b) if one or more of the currently named 
inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim remaining in 
the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied 
by a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 
CFR 1.17(1). 

8. Action on the merits of claims 1 and 3-19 follows: 

9. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because applicant 
has not described the method as claimed. Correction is required. See 
MPEP § 608.01(b). 

10. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical 
disclosure of the patent and should include that which is new in the 
art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a basic nature, 
the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract 
should be directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the 
nature of an improvement in an old apparatus, process, product, or 
composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure of 
the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds 
and compositions, wherein the process for making and/or the use 
thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set forth a process for 
making and/or use thereof. If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of 
example the preferred modification or alternative. 
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The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative 
applications of the invention and should not compare the invention 
with the prior art. 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not 
be given. 

11. Claims 3-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 3, the preamble recites a method for the continuous 
formation of a fibrous monolith. However, claim 3 never makes the 
fibrous monolith. 

12. Claims 4-19 are rejected as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim. 

13. Claims 1 and 3-19 are free of the prior art. 

14. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Felthouse, Brezny et al. and 
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Sangeeta et al. all teach a method of making ceramic monolith 
structures but do not teach the layered monolith structure and method 
as described by the instant claims. 

15. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Stephen J. 
Lechert Jr. whose telephone number is 571-272-1203. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, 
the examiner's supervisor, Michael P. Colaianni can be reached on 
571-272-1196. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866- 
217-9197 (toll-free). 


Stephen J. Lechei 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1732 



